Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 223 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.052; wR factor = 0.155; data-to-parameter ratio = 22.3.
Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.051 wR(F 2 ) = 0.154 S = 1.00 3527 reflections 158 parameters H atoms treated by a mixture of independent and constrained refinement Á max = 0.23 e Å À3 Á min = À0.39 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) x; y À 1; z; (ii) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 2; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: PROCESS-AUTO (Rigaku/MSC, 2004) ; cell refinement: PROCESS-AUTO; data reduction: CrystalStructure (Rigaku/MSC, 2004) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: CrystalStructure and PLATON (Spek, 2003) . 
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Comment
The benzanilide core is present in compounds with a wide range of biological activities, and for this reason it has been called a privileged structure. Benzanilides serve as intermediates towards benzothiadiazin-4-ones (Makino et al., 2003) , benzodiazepine-2,5-diones (Ho et al., 2002) , and 2,3-disubstituted 3H-quinazoline-4-ones (Zhichkin et al., 2007) . Benzanilides have established their efficacy as centroid elements of ligands that bind to a wide variety of receptor types. Thus, benzanilides containing aminoalkyl groups originally designed as peptidomimetic compounds, have been incorporated in an Arg-Gly-Asp cyclic peptide, yielding a high affinity GPIIb/IIIa ligand (Jackson et al., 1994) . Imatinib is an ATP-site binding kinase inhibitor and platelet-derived growth factor receptor kinase (Capdeville et al., 2002) . Benzamides have activities as acetyl-CoA carboxylase and farnesyl transferase inhibitors (Igawa et al., 1999) .
In the crystal structure of the title compound ( Fig. 1) , the molecules are stacked in columns along the b cell-axis through intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) . The columns are also connected by weak C-H···O hydrogen bonds ( Fig. 2) . No significant π-π interactions are observed in the columns. The title compound is not isomorphous with the F analogue compound, 4-fluoro-N-(2-fluorophenyl)-benzamide, which exhibits a dimorphic behaviour, with non-centrosymmetric space groups P2 1 and Pca2 1 (Chopra & Row, 2005) . The different crystal structures of the F analogue are probably originated from the intermolecular C-H···F interactions.
Experimental 4-Chorobenzoyl chloride (5.4 mmol) in CHCl 3 was treated with 2-chloroaniline (21.6 mmol) under a nitrogen atmosphere at reflux for 4 h. Upon cooling, the reaction mixture was diluted with CHCl 3 and washed consecutively with aq. 1 M HCl and saturated aq. NaHCO 3 . The organic layer was dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate and concentrated under reduced pressure. Crystallization of the residue in CHCl 3 afforded the title compound (84%). Anal. calcd. for C 13 H 9 Cl 2 NO: C 58.67, H 3.41, N 5.26%; found: C 58.23, H 3.46, N 5.08%.
Refinement
The N-bound H atom was located in a difference map and refined freely. Other H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.94 Å) and treated as riding atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). 
